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DOCKET FILE COpy Oi1IGiNAL

MAY 5, 1993 ~

OIILIIU!ll' S TV ItoI IJOCKET ~48
SECRETARY ~~
FEDERAL <n.NUNICATIONS <nNISS ION
ROavt 222
1919 M ST.
NW, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

RE: TELEVISION PRQGRMNING

REceiVED
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TELEVISION IS APPALLING, ESPECIALLY ~ING FOO. OOR OII:LlEEN. NO WONDER WE HAVE
SUOI VIOLENCE AND LACK OF RESPECr FOO. OORSELVES AND FOO. <YI1IERS. IT IS WHAT WE ARE
TAUGIIT ON TELEVISION. IF WE WERE GIVEN BETTER STANDARDS AND A BETTER ~ALITY OF LIFE
TO OBSERVE, WE MIGIIT JUST GROV INTO A BET'I'ER SOCIETY.

nIls IS NOT ONLY OIILDREN'S P~ING BUT, FOO. ALL TELEVISION; mAT IS WI'IHOOT A
SENSE OF VALUE FOO. HUMAN LIFE. TELEVISION USING DEX:iENERATES, CRIMINALS ,AND WOR.1HLESS
QIARACfERS AS ROLE MODELS BECAUSE 'IlIEY ARE THE ONES mAT GET ON TV. sum AS, AMY
FISHER WHO GETS ro BE FAMOUS BUT, IF YOO OON'T 00 S<NE1lIING BAD YOO OON'T GET NOTICED
AND YOU OON'T GET ON TV. THE BAD PEDPLE GET FAMOOS BY THE TELEVISION MEDIA. TV IS
'llIE MAIN REASON WHY POOPLE 00 Nor CARE FOR O'IlI.Im.S, HAVE NO MANNERS, NO SOCIAL GRACES,
NO SELF WOR'IlI, AND 00 HAVE VIOLENT DISRUPTIVE BElIAVIOR. IN SOCIETY.

TV SHOULD BE ADOOESSING THE PROBLFMS OF H<7tV WE CAN HELP STOP VIOLENCE AND CRIME, NOT
PRa40TING IT. EOOCATE PEDPLE ro HELP BETTER LIFE. I SEE WHERE WE CAN BE CREATIVE IN
SHAPING PEDPLES WAYS OF nlINKING. TO INFalM PEDPLE OF SICKNESS, POVERTY, I1WGS,
HGtELESSNESS, ABUSE, AND PROBLEMS OF mE PLANET. H<7tV WE CAN HELP SHAPE PEDPLES MINDS
ro CREATE A BETTER WORLD WE LIVE IN.

TELEVISION CAN BE A WONDERFUL TOOL ro INFoRM WI'IlI DIGNITY.
'llIANK YOO.

SINCERELY,

~~Qtf'~--.J
a~. L:~~~KILlMAN

12751 lONE cr.
SARA'IOOA, CA 95070

•
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Children's T levision
MM Docket N . 93-48
Secretary
FCC
Room 222
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC '20554
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DOCKET FllE COPYORIG\NAl
May 4,1993

To Whom It May Concern:

I read in our local newspaper that the FCC was considering comments
on the question of whether tougher rules should be imposed on children's
television. I am writing to let you know that my answer, and the answer
of virtually everyone I know with and without children, is a resounding
"yes ". My daughter is 5 years old, and she currently is permitted to
watch certain public television shows, with an occasional commercial
program under my supervision. Frankly, it is almost impossible to find
a commercial television program at any time of day which is suitable for
her eyes and ears. Even if the program is appropriate, often the
commercials shown during children's television shows depict violence and
stereotypical sex roles and cater to the senseless and destructive
consumerism which is so rampant in our society.

I implore you to set standards for your industry which will
enhance, educate, and enlighten our children. Along with the right to
broadcast over public airwaves, the television industry has a
responsibility to uphold standards of quality which it seems to have
forgotten long ago. My concern about television includes not just
children's shows, but all broadcasting, which in large part seems to
have sunk below the lowest common denominator. Even my wife and I find
very Ii ttle to watch other than public television. It insul ts our
intelligence and values. Most disturbing is the level of gratuitous
violence, which has undoubtedly contributed to the level of violence in
our society today.

Please increase and strengthen the regulations requiring
educational and informational television for viewing by our nation's
children. If our children are taught through all media to respect one
another and the planet we live on, to value learning as an essential
part of growth as a human being, and to understand and appreciate all
sizes, types, shapes and colors of people, perhaps we will have a chance
to live in a peaceful and productive world in the future.

Chris Osborn
2127 N. 128
Seattle, WA. 98133
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Children's Television
MM Docket No. 93-48
Secretary
FCC
Room 222
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

To Whom It May Concern:
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I read in our local newspaper that the FCC was considering comments
on the question of whether tougher rules should be imposed on children's
television. I am writing to let you know that my answer, and the answer
of virtually everyone I know with and without children, is a resounding
"yes". My daughter is 5 years old, and she currently is permitted to
watch certain public television shows, wi than occasional commercial
program under my supervision. Frankly, it is almost impossible to find
a commercial television program at any time of day which is suitable for
her eyes and ears. Even if the program is appropriate, often the
commercials shown during children's television shows depict violence and
stereotypical sex roles and cater to the senseless and destructive
consumerism which is so rampant in our society.

I implore you to set standards for your industry which wi 11
enhance, educate, and enlighten our children. Along with the right to
broadcast over public airwaves, the television industry has a
responsibility to uphold standards of quality which it seems to have
forgotten long ago. My concern about television includes not just
children's shows, but all broadcasting, which in large part seems to
have sunk below the lowest common denominator. Even my husband and I
find very little to watch other than public television. It insults our
intelligence and values. Most disturbing is the level of gratuitous
violence, which has undoubtedly contributed to the level of violence in
our society today.

Please increase and strengthen the regulations requ1r1ng
educational and informational television for viewing by our nation's
children. If our children are taught through all media to respect one
another and the planet we live on, to value learning as an essential
part of growth as a human being, and to understand and appreciate all
sizes, types, shapes and colors of people, perhaps we will have a chance
to live in a peaceful and productive world in the future.
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Children's TV MM Docket, No. 93-48 NAY" It"
~:-~~1' Federal Communications com_~........_

1919 M. St. NW (JFJ:E(ETII_~
Washington, DC 20554
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Dear FCC Secretary:

On May 2nd in our local newspaper, I read that you were accepting comments from those
concerned about what is being shown on children's TV. Thank you for this opportunity.

In recent years, my husband and I have become appalled at what is being shown on TV.
Children's shows are full of inappropriate violence and even immoral sexual innuendo, and
this must be regulated more closely. However, children's shows are just a part of the
problem - TV in general needs to be addressed. Most children watch TV that is directed
toward an older audience.

The bigger problem is that TV in general, almost all of which is viewed by children and
teenagers, is more and more becoming a wasteland of sadistic violence, lack of respect toward
fellow humans, lack of respect for life, and inappropriate and immoral sexual behavior,
including promiscuous, disrespectful and violent sexual activity.

This non-ending parade of depravity "teaches" our children and teenagers, and even adults, to
mimic or model this behavior, either through actual physical actions, or by negative changes
in thought and attitude. Research has proven that viewing such programming is harmful and
affects people greatly. We firmly believe that one of the MAJOR reasons for the problems in
society today come from this saturation of the airwaves and the American psyche with such
undeSirable behavior. Viewing this stuff constantly causes people to focus on the bad side of
human nature, and to feel disrespect and contempt for all the good things in life that keep
society sane and civilized.

I'll never forget watching a segment of "Freddy's Nightmare" which came on at 10:00 on a
Saturday night, on FOX. It showed a teenage boy having sex with his mother, and then
stabbing her over and over, very realistically with blood and gore. This is NOT harmless in a
psychological sense. What does this do to developing minds, to see a boy rape his mother and
then kill her? No wonder so many people are so screwed up.

No offense intended, but why does the FCC not take MORE ACTION to correct this
problem? Where is the FCC's power? Why do you even exist if you cannot better regulate
what is on TV? We cannot even watch TV with our 9 year old daughter without constantly
changing channels or turning off the TV when offensive commercials come on promoting lewd
or violent shows. This occurs all the time during FAMILY shows. We do not want our
daughter exposed to lewd, disgusting and violent behavior, but it is getting to the point where
even family hour shows are saturated with commercials full of sex and violence promoting
movies, "In Living Color" type shows, or entertainment and "Hard Copy" type shows. We
are not against sex, but it should be shown in a positive, monogamous and healthy light. And
violence, including sexual violence, is even worse than lewd, unhealthy sex for the airwaves
and our minds.

In the 1950's, social taboos prevented such garbage from being on TV, and society was a
much kinder, gentler place to live. Even the monster "horror" shows were more cutesey than
realistic - now, we have slasher films which celebrate sadistic mass murdering and killin~

ot~,tdcl~
:\~6COf.



Back in the 50's, people had more respect for life, for each other, and for values which keep
society safe and sane. Now that social taboos are gone, it is even more the FCC's job to
monitor the TV waves, since the TV creators won't do it. PLEASE don't cave in to the cries
of censorship by a vocal few - it is NOT censorship to return TV to decency. The same
people who cry censorship also whine "What is happening to society - why is it so violent and
mean-spirited?" They don't see the connection to the garbage on TV, but it is there. Yet they
blindly defend its existence. It defies common sense.

It is sad, because TV could be such a posmVE influence if the FCC were more effective and
did its job better. And the argument of "if you don't like it, tum it off" does not apply
anymore - TV is too pervasive in our culture. How can 1 prevent my daughter from seeing
TV at her friends' house? 1 can't restrict her to my home. And, like 1 said, even while
watching family shows we are bombarded with fJ.Ith in commercials.

(I also believe that depraved, sadistic slasher type and other psychologically damaging
MOVIES should be regulated, but that is another issue - it may be horribly politically
incorrect to feel this way, but do we want unlimited freedom to poison our minds, or do we
want a safe and respectful society - the majority of Americans want a decent and safe society I
would guess, but we are hostages to Hollywood).

Please, FCC, work harder to clean up TV, and I know with every fiber in my being that the
effects will be good. Children's TV especially needs to be cleaned up, but don't forget the rest
of the programming. It is all viewed by and affects everyone. Let's quit teaching violence
and sexual immorality through the TV airwaves. We need to make it a social taboo again to
act with violence and depravity, and this cannot be done unless we quit allowing the TV to
brainwash us day after day.

Sincerely,

~~eN-\c.4-
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May 6, 1993

Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Room 222
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Reference: Childrens t TV MM Docket 93-48

From. a parent t s viewpoint there are four alternatives
to addressing the influence of television on a child's
development in the present circumstances:

I"1. No influence--unrestricted access'

21~ Limitation of channels--unrestricted accesS'

3~ Restricted access, assured by locking the television
off except under supervis6& use, or

4'. Panning television by removing it from the householdi'.

Our first attempt at controlling the use of television by
our younger boy was to limit the channels available'. This
control is severely limited as even the least mmount of
channels carry large amounts of "children t s programing" ~hat
we deem to have little or no educational or social value~ We
then tried limiting access, but without physically constraining
the television set by a lockout or other procedure. Without
such physical constraints we found that restricting access to
undesirable programs was not effective'. We then discontinued
our cable connection, effectively eliminating access to
televisio~. Our VCR capability remains so that we continue to
have access to progrmns of our choice through rental at the
local video store~

We reached the "no television" stage about two years ago'.
Fmmily life has been significantly improved~ Our younger boy
reads more, plays the piano, and does well in his stndies.
For us the "no television" option is the best choice'.

A method of prOViding options to parents to control the
quality of material their children view would be to categorize
by a rating system the various channels available'. The ratings
could measure the acceptability for children of programs

Nt. "CopieSwtd-U.
UStABCOE



available; films attempt to apply this concept by their
own ratings. Then if individual sets had the capability
of excluding undesired channels or cable syste~ offered
specific channel selection, parents would have same practical
control over the television programs to which their children
are exposed';

The above alternative would be a desirable fifth option
for parents. For our part we doutirthat it would cause us
to change from our current highly desirable choice of no
television'.

Sincerely yours~

~A ,Q ~ ;??-4;'/"ce-.-
Carland C. Nicholson



M~Y , 01993
RECE\\/ED

OOCKEI FILE COpy OR\G\NA.l
Rachel Flizabeth Luttio

16441 NE 19th Street

Bellevue, WA 98008

May 2, 1993

Children's tel

MM Docket . 93-48
Secretary, FCC

Room 222

1919M StreetNW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Mr. Secretary:
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As more and more families have two parents working outside the home, children are

"baby-sat" by their television sets. Considering that such children spend one-third of their waking

hours in front of the television, the amount of violence and number of negative messages that are

included in children's programing is of serious concern to the American public.

The Children's Television Act passed in 1990 requires broadcasters to air "educational and

informational programming" for youth. However, Congress and your commission have not held

broadcasters accountable to this law. I appreciate your efforts in preventing certain TV stations

from calling "The Jetsoos" and The Flinstones" educational programming. However, stricter and

more specific guidelines must be established to require the media to air programs that will teach

children, not frighten them.

Currently, children's programming on network television contains approximately eight

times the number of violent acts shown during prime time. Worse, much of the violence happens

to cartoon characters who show neither pain nor tragic consequences. This gives children the

message that hurting people is not necessarily at m i n g .

programsand violentnor c c e r n s . Thisn w a r d g .

e e m m i n g andn c e d e s .
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SUBJECT: Programs offered to the public and their effect on society, particularly children.

I have never written to the media before, however, as I scanned the movie offerings on all three
networks for the week of May 2-9, 1993, I was frankly disgusted. Here was the total choice
of movies---

Total Recall
Murder in the Heartland, Parts 1 and 2 (two nights of programming)
Black Widow Murders
Prophet of Evil
Return of Ironside (not too bad usually, but still violent)
Visions of Murder

Isn't this a marvelous selection for parents--which

Returnw.0104 Tc 2.586 0 4d
(three)sh0.0188 Tc 3.541 8.21
(the)Tj
0.0181 Tc 11.9 0 .4d
(total)kid.0007 Tc 2.946 0 T7
(too)Tj
-
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Children's TV
MM Docket 93-48, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Room 222
1919 M st. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Attention: MM Docket, Secretary

Dear MM Docket,

RT:f)/EIVf:f)
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I am a mother of a six and three year old child and I am very concerned
about the role of ~elevision in children's lives today. It seems that in
so many households 9 with both parents working and being busy trying to keep
up with their hectic schedules that the television becomes the babysitter
and the influence the programming has on the~ mind of a child is
frightening. I've witnessed this affect on different levels. I've observed
my own children as well as children in the neighborhood. I am also a teacher
and I can compare the affect of television on child's play from 10 years ago
to now.

First, cartoons are not always geared towards the child's mind but
some airing at this present time could actually hold the interest of some
adults. For example, each episode of GiGo is a mini war movie and the cartoon
Ex-Man contains enough graphic violence that it should have been rated for
adults. An example of this violence comes from an episode (one of many many)
where a cartoon character shot another character. The gun provided realistic
sound affects and the character shot was flung backwards from the force, landed
on the ground, moaned and then died. Another scene had a character in a
torture chamber being tortured. The character squirmed and moaned in terrible
agony. In the past a child's game might include"Bang, bang, your dead." Now
a similar game includes, "I shot you and guts flew out of your brain, so you
moan on the ground and die." We can also thank realistic cop shows and rescue
shows such as Cops for this increase of violence in child's play. Another
example of inappropriate content comes from Batman, the animated series. Many
episodes of Batman contains sexual content, in particular different characters
making sexual advances on one another. But there was one scene which halted
my children's viewing in which a man and woman character was sitting



grasp and so they become scared and confused. The only way for them to
work out these feelings is through their interaction with other children or
adults, their play or their art work. So that now imaginative play and
creativity is being interrupted with psychodrama, violence and gore. I
also need to mention tactics commercials use to sell toys to children.
For example one particular commercial was trying to push mutant Ninja Turtles
and therefo~ haa the do~ls kicking eachother and then laughing and saying

HOOpS, I guess I showed you. H Children are also W~t~hing prime time television
shows that contain materials inappropriate for children viewing., Violent toys
should not be advertised such as Alien action figures with attachable jaws.

I would like to suggest a few recommendations and if it reQuires spending
money and more taxes, tough. These minds belong to our children and their
future as well as ours. First, the public must be firmly educated.enthe affects
that these television shows and commercials are havtng on their children.
Secadly, panel~,committees, etc., must be set up to view and evaluate all
television shows, cartoons and ~ommercials that air before 8:00PM. Strict
regulations on the value of these shows should be reQuired to be met and
enforced beloE allowing them to air. Thirdly, more educational shows similar
to the educational materials aired on channel 12 should be available daily
on all stations. For example National Geographic shows, exploring life and
other countries as well as shows containing educational information like
Mr. Rodgers that helps children get thi:mughand understand life. Shows
should be available that challenge their intelligence and creativity not
their emotions. Shows might be aired that present artistic materials like
how to draw or children's plays, or cooking for children. Shows containing
music and movement exploration like Sesame Street or Barney. I'm sure
therE would be many people willing to create similar shows contai~ng educational
value if there WEre a demand for it.

In closing, children have a right to be left to be children during
childhood not to be forced to grow up Quickly because they are bombarded
with adult awareness. If this sounds radical, it is. I'm fed up with our
children being abused. They don't know enough to fight back. We must
protect their rights to be children. I want to help. Call me! Tell me how!

V~::i«'.JJl~ ¥
Pauline Rosa-Martir-Scheppere(i
856 Cherry st.
Lansdale, PA 19446
(215)855-2284

P.S. Please excuse the wrinkles and mistakes, my children like to help me to
tjpe and since this directly involves them, r' felt they should have an
active part.





( 2 )

media. It is essential that someone be an advocate for our
children to assure that they are offered enough educational
and entertaining material to engage their fertile minds.

Thank you for your attention to this very important
isssue' for parents today. Please draft some kind of regulations
to rein in these producers before it is too late for another
generation of youth.

Sincerely yours,

~¥~
Nona Naegle Wolosin, M.S.N., R.N.,C.
Family Nurse Practitioner
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